
 

2025 Candidate Forum 
September 03, 2025 

5:30 PM 
Transylvania County Library  

Rogow Room 

 

2025 City Council Candidate Biographies 

Aaron Baker Website 

Aaron Baker is the Brand Director at Oskar Blues Brewery. He earned bachelor’s degrees in 
History and Mathematics from Brevard College and a master’s degree in Museum Studies from 
Johns Hopkins University. 

He serves on the North Carolina Craft Brewers Guild Board of Directors and participates actively 
in local and regional organizations, including the Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce, 
the Transylvania County Tourism Development Authority, and the Transylvania Economic 
Alliance. Aaron also serves on the Brevard/Transylvania Housing Coalition and the City of 
Brevard’s Short-Term Rental Task Force. 

Within city committees, he is Chair of the Parks, Trails and Recreation Committee, Vice Chair of 
the Housing Committee, Co-Chair of the Ecusta Trail Advisory Board, and Chair of the Public 
Safety Committee. Aaron lives in Transylvania County with his partner, Nora Jane Montgomery, 
and is the father of Henry, age 13. 

 

Dean Lytle Website 

Dean Lytle serves as Vice President of Business Development and is a Brevard native. Upon 
graduating from Brevard High School, Dean earned a Bachelor of Business Administration in 
Marketing from the University of Notre Dame and an MBA from Cardinal Stritch University. 

Dean’s professional and civic engagement includes serving as National Chair for the BIPOC 
Committee, participating in Leadership Winnipeg, and holding positions on the Board of 
Governors for the Winnipeg Art Gallery and the Blue Bomber Alumni Association. He is also an 
Eagle Scout, reflecting a lifelong commitment to service and leadership. 

Dean and his wife, Setar, live in Brevard and have three sons: Blake, Zachary, and Vincent. 

https://www.bakerforbrevard.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeanforBrevard
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Doug Miller Website 

Doug Miller and his wife, Emma, are the owners of Newfound Artisan, a Living Wage Certified 
business in Brevard and a participant in the Blue Ridge Craft Trail. A graduate of Rocky Mount 
Academy, Doug went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in Recreation Management from 
Appalachian State University and a master’s degree in Education Technology from the 
University of Wyoming. 

Doug has served in a variety of leadership roles, including Vice President of the Pisgah Area 
SORBA Board of Directors, where he also chaired the Fundraising Committee. In 2023, he was 
recognized as the North Carolina Volunteer of the Year by the Southern Off Road Bicycle 
Association. He is currently a member of the City of Brevard’s Ecusta Trail Advisory Board and, 
while campaigning, has taken a leave of absence from the Heart of Brevard Board of Directors, 
where he chaired the Hub for the Arts Committee. 

Doug and Emma share their home with two dogs, Dali and Victor, and a cat, Sesame. 

 

Rick Harbin Website 

Rick Harbin has lived in Transylvania County for 36 years, including 27 years in Brevard. He 
grew up in Haywood County and graduated from Pisgah High School in 1976. Over his career, 
Rick worked in local factories, as a long-distance and local truck driver, and for 16 years in the 
propane industry. He later joined the Brevard Police Department, where he served for 14 years 
and retired in 2024 as a Lieutenant. 

Rick has been married to his wife, Pam, for 34 years. Together, they are active members of 
Holly Springs Baptist Church, where Rick serves as Co-Chair of the Deacon Board. In his free 
time, Rick enjoys spending time with his new grandchild. 

 

https://www.dougforbrevard.com/home
https://harbin4council.com/
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Maureen Copelof Website 

Maureen Copelof is a retired U.S. Navy Captain who was awarded 15 medals for leadership 
during her military career. She holds a B.A. in Religion and an MBA from the University of South 
Carolina, as well as an M.S. in Political Science from Auburn University and currently serves as 
Mayor of the city of Brevard. 

Maureen serves as Chairman of the Board of Directors for the Land of Sky Regional Council, 
and sits on the boards of the Brevard/Transylvania Chamber of Commerce and the Heart of 
Brevard. She is also a member of the Age-Friendly Task Force, the city liaison to the Brevard 
Sustainability Council, a member of eight city-chartered committees, and a participant in the 
Mayor’s Institute on Pedestrian Safety. 

Additionally Maureen serves as a board member for SparkPoint, the Housing Coalition, and as 
an Executive Committee member of the NAACP. She is a past President and active member of 
AAUW, past Vice-Chair of Rise & Shine, and former Executive Director of Free Rein 
Therapeutic Riding Center. She is also a proud member of the American Legion, Pisgah Forest 
Rotary Club, Transylvania Garden Club, and the Extension Master Gardeners. 

Maureen has been happily married to her husband, Sylvan, for 45 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://maureenformayor.net/
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Chris Wiener Website 

Chris Wiener is a professional with a diverse background in technology, business, and 
community service. Currently with the Freedom Group of WNC, Chris has earned professional 
certifications as a Microsoft Certified Professional, Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer plus 
Internet, Procore Certified Professional, Cognos Certified Professional, and ISO 9001 Internal 
Auditor. His expertise has been featured in publications including Construction Today and Clean 
Middle East. 

A proud U.S. Army veteran, Chris was awarded multiple medals, including the Army 
Commendation Medal — the nation’s highest peacetime honor. He holds an AA in History and 
Religious Studies from Brevard College, a BA in the same fields with minors in Physics and 
Philosophy from UNC Charlotte, and completed graduate coursework in Cognitive Thought. 

Beyond his career, Chris actively serves through Destiny Church, Black Mountain Home, White 
Water Cove, and Brevard Community Church. 

 

 

https://electchriswiener.com/

